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Change

� Like it or not - change is inevitable

� Change can be managed

� Not all change is bad
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

� In 2007 Stanwick Village undertook a Parish Plan
� The whole community were invited to

contribute via a series of public consultationcontribute via a series of public consultation
events and a questionnaire sent to every
household

� The Parish Plan was revised in 2012-2013 using
a similar process as before
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:

TO PRESERVE THE VILLAGE ESSENCETO PRESERVE THE VILLAGE ESSENCE
To preserve and promote the village environment

and identity; and to create a sustainable

community which is clean, healthy and safe.
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:

TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTTO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
To promote sustainable transport as a means to

reduce congestion and to encourage a healthy

environment
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:

TO ADDRESS TRAFFIC ISSUESTO ADDRESS TRAFFIC ISSUES
To seek solutions to the 

parking congestion 

issues and to reduce 

traffic volume and speed
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:

TO MEET THE NEEDS OF YOUTHTO MEET THE NEEDS OF YOUTH
To engage with young people and explore with 

them the services and facilities they need
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:

INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICESINFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES
To ensure that infrastructure and services meet 

residents needs. Infrastructure 
and services includes but is not 

limited to roads, medical services, 
water supply, broadband speeds
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish Plan
were:

HOUSING – WHERE A HOUSING NEED IS IDENTIFIED

To ensure that any new housingTo ensure that any new housing

is of high quality design that 

respects Stanwick’s local 

distinctiveness and enhances the 

historic character and setting of 

the parish
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:

TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE LOCAL TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT

To promote green areas within the village and 

the wider parish
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

The key objectives identified by the 2013 Parish
Plan were:
TO IMPROVE AND EXTEND VILLAGE AMENITIESTO IMPROVE AND EXTEND VILLAGE AMENITIES

To facilitate the improvement of amenities and 

recreational opportunities
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

An action plan was formulated to achieve the

goals set by the plan.

After completion, the 2013 Parish Plan

document was formally adopted by Stanwick

Parish Council.

Many of these actions are now well underway.
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Stanwick Parish Plan 
2013

As you can see – the Parish Plan

really did cover just aboutreally did cover just about

everything that the community

cares about.

So…..
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

……..why do we now need a 
Neighbourhood Plan?Neighbourhood Plan?
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

So, why do we now need a 
Neighbourhood Plan?Neighbourhood Plan?

It could be seen as a refinement or

natural progression of the Parish Plan.
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

So, why do we now need a Neighbourhood 
Plan?

A Parish Plan can incorporate all the issues
affecting Parish residents and provides a guideline
A Parish Plan can incorporate all the issues
affecting Parish residents and provides a guideline
for Local Authorities.
A Neighbourhood Plan deals specifically with
planning and land use issues and, under the 2011
Localism Act, can become a statutory part of the
Local Plan used by the Planning Authority .
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

So, why do we now need a 
Neighbourhood plan?Neighbourhood plan?

In other words, when it comes to

development and land use in Stanwick,

a Neighbourhood Plan has got a lot

more clout than a Parish Plan!
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Stanwick
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So, how does a Neighbourhood 
Plan work?Plan work?

Over to East Northamptonshire 
Council
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Neighbourhood PlansNeighbourhood Plans

Karen Britton 

Planning Policy & Conservation Manager



What are Neighbourhood Plans?

• They are Town/ Parish Council-led projects 

• Prepared by the community

• A Neighbourhood Plan can:

– identify specific sites/ areas for new development

– set out policies e.g for development, design etc

– promote more development than set out in the Local Plan



Relationship to the statutory planning system

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
published March 2012

North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) 
adopted June 2008 - currently being reviewed

• Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan 

(RNOTP) adopted July 2011 

• Four Towns Plan – in preparation

• Local Plan (saved policies)

•

Neighbourhood   

Plans



Key issues to consider when preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan

• Can cover social, economic and/or environmental issues 

• Neighbourhood Plans may become part of the statutory 
development plan

• Neighbourhood Plans have set stages of preparation and undergo 
independent examination and a referendum



Next Steps

• What are the main issues for your community?

• What is the best tool for the job? 

A Neighbourhood Plan? 

A Village Design Statement? 

A bit of both? 

or ……something else? 



Neighbourhood Plans

Pros and Cons



Pros

• Town/Parish can choose to do one (it is not compulsory)

• Prepared by the local community working with the town/parish council

• Has statutory weight in the planning system (so has more power than e.g. a Supplementary 

Planning Document, Parish Plan etc) Planning Document, Parish Plan etc) 

• Should provide a clear steer for any potential developers

• Content can focus on whatever land use issues the community decide are priorities (so does not 

have to cover every land use issue)

• Can identify future development sites (but does not have to)



Pros continued…..

• Can promote more development than set out in existing development plans

• Parishes with a Neighbourhood Plan in place will benefit from 25% of any Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL), rather than the standard 15%

• East Northamptonshire Council can provide officer advice, mapping assistance, consultation • East Northamptonshire Council can provide officer advice, mapping assistance, consultation 

advice etc and are responsible for the Examination and Referendum parts of the process

• A lot of evidence information, studies, surveys and research will already be held and be available 

from organisations e.g parish/district/county councils and other agencies



Cons

• Preparation and processes take time and commitment (do not underestimate these)

• Has a number of set procedures that have to be followed

• Do local people have the skills needed, as they will write the NP? 

• Funding will be needed (amount will depend upon extent of consultations and content proposed 

e.g. is more research/studies/surveys needed to provide evidence?; are specialist skills needed 

e.g. a planning consultant to help write/do things?... etc)

• Must comply with legislation and regulations and be in general conformity with the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Development Plan



Cons continued….

• Must conform with any relevant EU legislation e.g. Nene Valley Special Protection Area

• Will be independently examined

• Can shape, but cannot prevent development

• Content is about land use planning issues (this can include design issues)

• Following Examination, requires local referendum with the community and must have majority 

support to enable the plan to progress (so needs good consultation and communication 

throughout the process)



Further Information

Locality     http://locality.org.uk/

Planning Advisory Service   http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/page.do?pageId=1

North Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Planning Toolkit  

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/publications/docdetail.asp?docid=1316

East Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Planning ProtocolEast Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Planning Protocol

http://www.east-

northamptonshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.aspx?downloadID=2042&fileID=5708

ENC Town/ Village Design Statements: Guidance Notes

http://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/VDS_Guidance_Note.pdf

Karen Britton, Planning Policy and Conservation Manager

kbritton@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk Tel: 01832 742142



ANY QUESTIONS?



Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

The exact content is up to us, 
but it must relate to land-use 
planning. planning. 

It could, for example give us 
the chance to have our say on 
the style and location of future 
development in Stanwick
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

It is not able to say that there 
should be no development at allshould be no development at all
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

It is your chance to have your say 
in how Stanwick will develop in in how Stanwick will develop in 

the future 
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

Do you support the notion of 
undertaking a Neighbourhood undertaking a Neighbourhood 

Plan for Stanwick?
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Stanwick
Neighbourhood Plan

Opportunities to get involved:
IT skills
Steering groupSteering group
Delivering/collecting 
Admin
Help with consultation events
Make the tea…………
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